Presented to the Merton Town Board on May 5, 2008.

Background:  The Merton Town Board in November, 2007, stated it was going to impose a speed limit on Lake Keesus following an incident on the lake involving an individual by the name of Scott Susek.  Dan Belman suggested that he would handle the issue of the speed limit with the town.  At this time, I had no involvement, and did not care whether or not Lake Keesus had a speed limit.  The LKMD board met in December, 2007, and Dan Belman had already informed and had organized a group of individuals to study the problem.  The formation of this committee was not communicated to the riparian owners.
Please remember that in addition to the speed limit issue, the lake experienced an extremely high water mark due to the abundance of rain that particular spring.  

By April of 2008, the Town Board was calling me for the LKMD’s input as to the speed limit.  Up to this point, I was unaware of any plan development or suggestion from the “Safety” Committee.  Finally, on April 25th, the LKMD met.  An incomplete report was presented to the board, and it was decided to accept this proposal and present to the Town Board.  This proposal is in the minutes records for permanent keeping.  

After a review of the proposal, it was agreed that the information in it was incomplete.  Dan Belman was unable to attend the Town Board meeting on May 6th, 2008.  Greg Prater and I attended the meeting and I presented the following statement in order to stop a speed limit from going into effect during the summer of 2008, and to buy the LKMD more time to involve ALL the citizens, not just a small group.  I attempted to take the most pertinent points the committee had put together and present them to the board, along with a plea to extend our “speed limit free” time until all the lake citizens could be made aware of the issue and collectively agree on a direction.
This is the statement presented to the Town Board.  Greg Prater stood by my side during this presentation.  Diane and Greg Brunclik were present in the audience.
To the Merton Town Board:

Lake Keesus has a rich history of water skiing, and, as you know, is the birthplace of the Badgerland Ski Club.  It has nationwide recognition in the world of water skiing, and has always been a lake of water skiers.

The Town Board’s quick decision to place the issue of a speed limit for the lake on the agenda last November [2007] has created dissention.  The LKMD was not even notified that this issue was going to be an agenda item.

Needless to say, with the issues of speed limit ordinances being of such a volatile nature, it has been a slow process to achieve a cohesive response to the Town’s request for a speed limit.  The LKMD is currently in the process of trying to encompass all areas of concern, ranging from the actual recreational use of the lake, including speed limits; times of use; lake ordinances for slow, no-wake times; lake high water marks; and continued launch development.  We are considering putting together some sort of recreational use plan to address all these issues.
It is our hope that through the development of such a plan, and through cooperatively working with other governing bodies, such as the Town, SEWRPC, and the Department of Natural Resources, we can continue to receive scarce state funding.

When working with local groups, it is often difficult to arrive at a unified decision regarding issues, such as a speed limit for a lake.  At present, a group of concerned individuals have proposed that Lake Keesus not have a speed limit.  The group feels that the lake should be self-governing and self-correcting utilizing a concerted communication effort of rules and monitoring of adverse behavior.  This group also feels that boater safety courses should be made readily available.  Although there was an incident last summer that prompted tonight’s particular discussion regarding a speed limit, the incident was not related to speed, but to carelessness.

We respectfully request that the issue of a speed limit for Lake Keesus be tabled for the summer of 2008.  The LKMD board would like this additional time period made available so we can continue to develop a plan for presentation at the LKMD annual meeting in September 2008.  At that time, the plan can then be presented to all lake residents.  As a board, we hope to be able to diffuse the controversy that surrounds this issue, and are able to present the Town Board with a viable plan that meets with the approval of the majority of concerned lake citizens and the Merton Town Board.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Carrera, Secretary

